
To prevent forest fires, SOPFEU invites its members to distribute information 
sheets designed for forest workers. These sheets may be posted on bulletin 
boards, for example, or included in mailings.

§ No smoking in forests – It’s the law!
§ You can prevent fires!
§ A reminder about fire extinguishers
§ Beware of previously burned areas…









 

 
 

 
  
 
 

A few years ago, a major fire destroyed several 
thousands of hectares in the region. Despite its harmless 
appearance, this site can burn once again. The Société de 
protection des forêts contre le feu (SOPFEU) would 
therefore like to make forest workers aware of this 
particular problem. 
 
 WINDIER, WARMER, DRIER… 
 
 Due to the absence of forest cover, it is 
normally windier in a large burned area than in a green forest. Temperatures are warmer 
since the blackened surface absorbs more of the sun’s heat. Deprived of forest cover and 
living organic matter to retain moisture, the partially consumed moss, roots and branches are 
extremely flammable. In concrete terms, the fire danger is usually at a higher level. For 
example, if the fire danger is moderate in a green forest, it would be high in the burned area. 
 
… HARDER TO ATTACK! 
 
Fires that break out in a burned area spread faster than those in other areas due to stronger 
winds and drier humus. This causes thick smoke that complicates the work of air tanker 
pilots and slows down the work of firefighters who must get more water onto the fire. In 
addition to being hard to attack, a fire that starts in a burned area can spread to the green 
forest and destroy forest management investments. 
 
WHAT TO DO IN OR NEAR BURNED AREAS? 
 
Be extra careful! 
Clean machinery more often. 
 Inspect machinery more often. 
Patrol area after machinery has been used and 

as soon as the fire danger given by SOPFEU for 
this area reaches MODERATE. 

FOREST WORKERS 

Beware of previously burned areas… 

FIRE DANGER 
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The fire danger is a relative index of how easy it is to ignite forest fuels and how 
difficult a fire may be to control. 

Finding out what the fire danger is and adapting one’s behaviour accordingly is 
therefore a winning prevention strategy. Remember, the more your workers 
know about the risks of fire, the more they will take the necessary precautions.



Subscribe to receive 
by e-mail the fire danger for 

specific regions.

Go to www.sopfeu.qc.ca, on the Fire danger page, to 
subscribe to receive this daily information 
throughout the entire fire season.

Finding out what the fire danger is before entering a forest is the best preventive behaviour you 
can have. 

The Société de protection des forêts contre le 
feu (SOPFEU) collaborates with various 
organizations such as forestry companies and  
outdoor recreation establishments (ZECs, 
outfitters, wildlife preserves) by supplying 
them with a fire danger sign. The purpose of 
this tool is show people just how flammable 
the forest is before they venture into it.

Having a fire danger sign comes with certain obligations, namely the daily adjustment of the 
arrow, so the fire danger presented is credible information.

To find out more, please contact the information officer at the main base that serves your area.

The Hot spots section 
provides up-to-date 
information on the 

preventive measures and fire 
danger in effect.

ENCOURAGE YOUR WORKERS TO

be aware of the fire danger

WHERE WILL I GET IT?

HOW WILL I INFORM MY WORKERS?

February 2009


	annexe_1.pdf
	Anglais_Travailleurs_forestiers_interdiction_fumer_foret.pdf
	Anglais_Travailleurs_forestiers_prevenir_les_incendies.pdf
	Anglais_Travailleurs_forestiers_rappel_extincteurs.pdf
	Anglais_Travailleurs_forestiers_surfaces_brulees.pdf
	annexe_2.pdf
	Anglais_Encouragez_travailleurs_danger_dincendie.pdf

