BEING HELD? UNDER CONTROL?...

What is the difference?

The field of forest fire management, like any other specialized field, has its own vocabulary. In its many
communications with the media, SOPFEU adapts its « jargon » so it can be understood by all. However,
certain commonly used terms cannot be further simplified and deserve to be clearly defined. The text
below summarizes the terminology relating to the stages of control and the stages of suppression.

STAGES OF CONTROL STAGES OF SUPPRESSION

NEW
. . INITIAL ATTACK

A fire that has just been reported The objective is to halt the spread or .

to SOPFEU. Y, potential spread of a fire. Air tankers
are frequently used during the initial
attack. =

BEING HELD

The fire is no longer spreading, at

least t ily.

east temporartly e FIRE CONTROL ACTION

To stop the spread of the fire once and for
all, work is mostly carried out at ground
level by suppression crews. These crews
wet the fuels or construct a fireline all
along the fire perimeter. Power pumps
and heavy mechanical equipment are
@ost often used.

UNDER CONTROL
The fire has received sufficient

suppression action to ensure no
further spread. Hot spots remain
within the perimeter.
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MOP-UP
Forest fire fighters work inside the fire perimeter to

extinguish all remaining hot spots. Hand tools are
commonly used.

out
The fire has been completely
extinguished.
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NOTE :

OUT OF CONTROL :A fire is declared out of control when the initial \\_%_5
attack is unsuccessful or useless in stopping the fire from T SBPFEY
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